
Still  Life  Lesson  Plan 
 

Created by: Laura Singleton 
Subject: Students will draw a still life that is set up in class using graphite pencils.  
 
 
Objectives:  

● Students will use their observational skills to draw a contour drawing of the still life 
that is displayed in class  

● Students will learn how to create a good composition, letting some elements of the 
drawing hang off of the page.  

● Students will use their hands to create a viewfinder to frame what objects from the 
still life they would like in their composition 

● We will review the  application of value, line variation, negative and positive space 
and texture  

● The new art concept of overlapping will be introduced and applied.  
 
 
 
Time requirements: This assignment will take three to four class periods.  
 
Thursday: Introduce project, review vocabulary, teach composition and 
overlapping.  

● Students will select their composition by creating a viewfinder and 
draw a contour drawing of the still life 

Friday: 
● Students will continue to perfect their contour drawing and begin 

shading  
Monday: 

● Students will add texture to their drawing and finish shading 
Tuesday: 

● Students will add more details and clean up background 
 
 

Standards:  
 
 
Standard  7–8.V.CR.5:  
Demonstrate  persistence  in  developing  skills  with various  materials, methods,  and  approaches  in 
creating  works  of  art  or  design. 
 
Standard  7–8.V.CR.10:  



Select,  organize, and  design  images  and  words  to make  visually  clear  and  compelling 
presentations. 
 
Standard  7–8.V.CR.5:  
Demonstrate  persistence  in  developing  skills  with various  materials, methods,  and  approaches  in 
creating  works  of  art  or  design. 
 
 
 
Required materials:  
 

● 12 x 16 in drawing paper 
● Graphite pencil 
● Eraser 
● Ruler 
● Optional: tissues or blending stump for blending  

 

Learning Activities/tasks: 
  
Starting Class 

Before class pass out drawing paper  
Students are expected to sit in their assigned seats as roll is taken.  

When the bell rings, I will welcome students into the class by saying “How is 
everyone’s day today?” I will mention that today is the start of a new project, and 
that anyone who has not finished their shoe can come during advisory, or take 
their drawings home to work on.  
 
Review / word wall  
 

The word wall is a new addition to the classroom, I want to take a few 
minutes to review the vocabulary that we have learned so far. These words are 

● Contour 
● Shape 
● Value 
● Texture 
● Positive & Negative space 
● Line variation  

When introducing the word wall, I will ask questions such as  
“Who can tell me what Line Variation is?” 
“What is the difference between positive space and negative space? 
“What is some ways that we created textures on our last drawing? What about on 
our new drawing?”  
“Why is value so important? What is value? How do we create value?” 



 
After each question I will call on 1-3 students. And lead a class discussion.  
 
 
New Vocab words  
After we review the words that we have already learned we are going to add TWO 
more art concepts.  
 

The first is Overlapping.  Overlapping occurs when  objects that are  closer 
to  the  viewer  prevent  the view of objects that  are  behind them. Part of an 
object  may  be  covered, this  is  a  tool artists use  to  create  the  illusion of 
space. 

 
Possible overlapping activities 

1. Choose 3 students to stand in front of the other, explain how you know that 
they are a person with 2 arms and 2 legs even if you can’t see them. Explain 
that this is overlapping, how some parts may be hidden by objects in front 
of them.  

2. Cut out shapes and place them in a ziplock bag place a bag at every table 
have students rearrange the shapes so that they overlap one another.  

3. Have students place one hand in front of the other explain that they 
cannot see part of the hand that is behind, because of the hand in front.  

4. As a class overlap objects one on top of the other on the whiteboard to 
show overlap 

 

The second term is Composition.  In the  visual  arts,  composition  is the 
placement  or  arrangement  of visual  elements or  ingredients  in  a  work of 
art.  This  is the  design  of the artwork.  

 
Possible ways to teach Composition  

1. Have students arrange cut out shapes within  a certain area (square on 
plastic bag) explain that arranging these shapes is how an artist would 
arrange a composition.  

2. Have students create a composition by drawing a thumbnail sketch.  
3. Show students a composition that already exists, or a photo of a still life, 

have each table discuss the artist's composition by describing where he 
placed the objects in the picture.  

4. Have students create a ‘window’ by making two “L’s” with their index and 
thumb fingers, have students hold up their window fingers to frame the 
still life composition.  



 
Creating a good composition - 
 
Students will be shown examples of good compositions. We will talk about the 
importance of FILLING A PAGE and Letting shapes/objects go off the paper.  
 
“Students should ‘crop’ their image, ‘zoom in’ and focus on a section of the still 
life. You do not need to draw everything in the still life, but do not zoom in so 
close that you only see one object. Three objects must be in the frame of the 
artwork.”  
 
“Your drawing needs to big large enough to fill the whole page, and to allow for 
parts of the objects to go off the paper.” 
 
>>>>If students are struggling getting started I will demonstrate how objects can 
be broken down into both Contour Lines and Shapes. (This will probably be done 
on an individualized basis.  
 
 

Students will then begin drawing their compositions.  
 

Clean up procedures 3 minutes early  
Gather attention by saying 
“Clean up time has now begun. Please put artwork, ruler and pencil 

into their portfolio.” Students are expected to remain at their seats before the 
bell rings.  
 

Formative Assessment:  
1.Check to make sure students understand overlapping  by asking/quizzing 

them on what they remember.  
2. Check to see if students are applying what they have learned about 

overlapping, value and line variation by asking them to identify their use of said 
elements in their work as a class 

3.Check to see if they are applying characteristics of a good composition 
to their piece through an informal preliminary check of their work.  
 
 
 
 
Safety Issues: 
None 
 



 
 


