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Subject: Learning how to draw using line variation and observational skills. 
 
 
Objectives:  

● Students will be able to draw Picasso Igor Stravinsky 
● Students will be able to describe different types of lines 
● Students will be able to describe positive space and negative space 
● Students will be able to understand the “Art thinking process” by observing reference photos, 

thinking through the process and then translating this into their art work.  
 
 
 
Time requirements: This assignment should take 1-2 days. Some students with IEP’s will need 
some extra time to complete this assignment and may need some individualized help.  

 
 

Standards:  
 
Standard 7–8.V.CR.5:  
Demonstrate persistence in developing skills with various materials, methods, and approaches to creating works of 
art or design. 
 
Standard 7–8.V.CR.9:  
Apply visual organizational strategies to design and produce a work of art, design, or media that clearly communicate 
information or ideas. 
 
Standard 7–8.V.CR.2:  
Document early stages of the creative process visually and/or verbally in traditional or new media. 
 
 
Required materials:  
 

● Graphite Pencils 
● 8.5 x 11in drawing paper  
● Attached handout/scrap paper for writing down types of lines  
● A picture of Igor by Picasso turned upside down on the projector 

 

 
 



Learning Activities/tasks: 
  
Starting Class 

 
The first 10 minutes will be used for grading the previous project, but for the 

students that have already had their pieces graded they will be given a worksheet  that asks 
them to brainstorm different ways of describing lines and marks.  

 
Assignment instructions 

 
After 10 minutes I will explain the worksheet and what we will be doing during class.  
The worksheet is meant to build the student’s working vocabulary. Having a way to 

describe your intent when drawing, (i.e. I want to draw a line that gradually gets thicker and 
curves to the left) will improve your art.  
 
Students will be challenged to either draw or describe all of the types or lines or marks they can 
think of on the worksheet. They will be given a time limit, about 2 minutes, to write down their 
observations. The alternative is students will have 1 minute to write down all the ones they can 
think of and then be given 2 minutes to share with a neighbor what they had written down.  
 

Explanation of worksheet: “This worksheet was meant to give you ways of describing 
what you are seeing. When you are able to describe what you are viewing your ability to 
translate these ideas to paper will increase.It is like giving someone directions, if you don’t know 
the names of roads or landmarks it becomes even more difficult to help someone find their way. 
But when we have the words and vocabulary necessary, giving directions becomes very easy”  

Today we are going to 
Goals  

 

Goals for this class Goals for project 

● Students will be able to describe what 
they are seeing. 

 

● Students will develop the ability to 
apply observational skills to every 
project. They will be able to both 
describe what they see and translate 
this information on paper. 

● This project exercises an individual's 
psychomotor ability allowing him to 
strengthen the connection between 
the mind and the movements of the 
body.  

 
 



 
 
Clean up procedures 2 minutes early  

After students hear the cue of the school bell they will be instructed that clean up 
time has now begun. Items such as graphite pencils and drawings are to be stowed in their 
portfolios, and worksheets will be collected. 

 
 
Formative Assessment:  

1.Check to make sure students are building their vocabulary by asking/quizzing them on 
what they already know and then having them share with a neighbor. 

2. Check to see if students are applying what they have learned about drawing what they 
see by asking them to describe their drawing process. 

 
 

Summative Assessment: 
 
Students who were successful will have 

● Drawn Picasso’s Igor in a way that the final product is identifiable 
● Be able to describe what they are thinking and the decisions they are making 

when drawing  
● Have learned 5 -10 words to describe lines and mark making and use them in 

their working vocabulary  
 
Students who were unsuccessful will have 

● Struggled with drawing Picasso’s Igor and needed a lot of scaffolding  
● Were not able to describe what they are thinking, or should be thinking when they 

are drawing 
● Have not learned any new ways to describe lines and mark making, and cannot 

use these words in their working vocabulary  
 
 
Safety Issues: 
Students will be told to respect their classmates and materials when handling graphite pencils.  
 
 
Sources: 
Drawing on the Right Side of the brain by Betty Edwards  



 
And her exercise of turning Picasso’s drawing upside down  

 
 
http://jasonlprice.com/blog/?p=2537 <-detailed project description and tips found here.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://jasonlprice.com/blog/?p=2537

